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Hanford Cleanup Overview 

Two Dept. of Energy Offices  
Richland Operations Office 

• River Corridor 

• Central Plateau 

Office of River Protection 

• Tank Waste 

Richland Cleanup Work 
• Treat contaminated groundwater 

• Demolish facilities 

• Move buried waste, contaminated soil away from Columbia River 

• Isolate contamination from environment on Central Plateau 

www.em.doe.gov 

300 
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Six Major Cleanup Decisions on 
Horizon at Hanford 
• The River Corridor consists of six cleanup areas located along the 

Columbia River: 

– 100-BC – area around the B and C Reactors 

– 100-K – area around the K East and K West Reactors along 
the Columbia 

– 100-D/H – area around the D and DR Reactors and H Reactor 

– 100-N – area around the N Reactor 

– 100-F/IU – area around the F Reactor and also a parcel of 
land inland from the F Reactor Area (west) of the river 

– 300 Area – an industrial research and development area just 
north of Richland, Washington 
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What Guides our Remediation Activities? 
CERCLA = Comprehensive Environmental Response, 
Compensation and Liability Act of 1980 

• Personnel Interviews 
• Records Review 
• Data Evaluation 

SITE INSPECTION 
1 Step 

• Data Collection 
• Define Nature and Extent of Contamination 
• Conduct Baseline Risk Assessment 

REMEDIAL INVESTIGATION 
2 Step 

• Evaluate Risks 
• Screen Potential Alternatives 
• Develop Alternatives Including Costs 
• Evaluate Alternatives Against NCP Criteria 

FEASIBILITY STUDY 

• Present Site Information to Public 
• Identify Preferred Alternative 
• Solicit Public Comments 

PROPOSED PLAN 
3 Step 

• Document the Selected Alternative 
• Explain Why Alternative Selected 
• Address Public Comments 

RECORD OF DECISION 
4 Step 

• Design 
• Construction/Implementation/O&M 
• Closure Report 

REMEDIAL ACTION 
5 Step 

• Pre-Evaluation of Remedy Effectiveness 
• Re-Evaluation of New Technologies 
• Findings and Recommendations 

FIVE-YEAR REVIEW 
6 Step 
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Four Areas of Protection 

1. Direct contact at surface (HH/Eco) 
2. Groundwater Protection (HH) 
3. Groundwater Use/DWS (HH) 
4. Surface water (HH/Eco) 
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Find Out More 

Go to  

www.hanford.gov   
to learn about 

• The latest news on  
Hanford cleanup 

• Hanford newsletters 

• Hanford social media 
sites 

• Public events 

http://www.hanford.gov/

